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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE  
 
 William Tolle (1785-1854), the son of Roger Tolle and Sally Sims, was a native of 
Fauquier County, Virginia and a veteran of the War of 1812.  He married Polly Turner in 1804 
and in 1820 moved his family to Boyds Creek in Barren County, Kentucky.  Polly died in 1823, 
having given birth to 15 children.  In 1825, William Tolle married Martha Jane Snoddy (1805-
1859) and fathered 12 more children.  William Tolle was a farmer, mail carrier, and clock seller. 
 William Daniel Tolle (1834-1927), known as “Daniel,” was a son of William Tolle and his 
second wife Martha Snoddy.  A bachelor, he spent his entire life in the Boyd’s Creek community, 
where he was a farmer, merchant, sawmill operator, local historian, and veteran’s pension claim 
agent.  Under the pen name “Ellot,” he wrote weekly columns on Barren County history for the 
Glasgow Times from the 1870s to the 1920s. 
 Several members of the Tolle family were veterans, including William Tolle’s sons John 
Turner Tolle (1814-1847), killed in the Mexican War, Patrick Henry Tolle (1820-1861) and 
James Madison Tolle (1827-1863), both killed in the Civil War, and grandson Peter Bohler Tolle 
(1839-1861), also killed in the Civil War.  Another of William Tolle’s sons, Adrastus Minns Tolle 
(1839-1866), a son-in-law, William M. Mansfield (1836-1912), and grandsons James Powell 
Tolle (1831-1921), Henry Bascom Tolle (1842-1929) and Joel Lee Tolle (1836-1885) were Civil 
War veterans.  After the war, several of William and Polly Tolle’s grandchildren emigrated to 
Saline and McPherson counties in Kansas. 
  
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists of letters, business and personal papers, and family data of the 
Tolle family of Barren County, Kentucky.  Some letters and family data of the Snoddy, Bransford 
and associated families are included.  Also included is correspondence, affidavits and 
supporting material relating to several veteran’s pension claims in which William Daniel Tolle 
acted as agent, as well as his lengthy history of Barren County.  Some of the materials in this 
collection are in very poor condition due to fading, deterioration and water damage.  An 
inventory and genealogy are in Box 1, Folder 1; the genealogy is intended to show relationships 
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among the individuals featured most prominently in this collection and should not be construed 
as comprehensive.   
 Box 1 contains family correspondence and papers, a family historical sketch, and William 
Daniel Tolle’s pension claims papers.  William Daniel Tolle’s “Biography of the Tolle Family” 
(Folder 2) includes recollections and information about his grandfather, Roger Tolle (1742-
1814), and his descendants; also included are clippings and census notes with family data.   
Genealogical data on the Snoddy, Bransford and associated families (Folder 3) includes 
correspondence, a family history by Thomas L. Bransford, and an 1874 circular for a school in 
Cave City, Kentucky operated by members of the Snoddy family.  Papers of William Daniel 
Tolle’s sister Elizabeth and her husband William M. Mansfield (Folder 4) include an account 
rendered to Elizabeth and letters of William written while he was serving in the 21st Kentucky 
Infantry during the Civil War.  Of interest is his 1864 letter to William Daniel Tolle declaring his 
refusal to vote for Abraham Lincoln, his support for presidential candidate George B. McClellan 
and Lincoln critic Frank Wolford, and his fear that he might “swing by the neck” if his sentiments 
were known.  His April 1865 letter celebrates both the fall of Richmond, Virginia and the 
intention of his wife’s nephew, Joel Tolle, and any other “Lincoln men” to depart for Kansas 
before his return home.  William Daniel Tolle’s correspondence and personal papers (Box 1, 
Folders 5, 6) includes family letters, his own letter to a nephew referring to his work as a 
pension agent, and an 1865 letter from a Barren County friend studying medicine in 
Philadelphia; he asks about the prospects for oil production in the county, complains about the 
“bondage” of his medical studies, and urges Tolle to marry.  
 Other family correspondence in Box 1 includes a letter to William Daniel Tolle’s sister 
Nancy from a Kansas cousin, and documentation regarding Nancy’s possible pension claim 
arising out of her brother Adrastus’s Civil War service (Folder 7).  Adrastus M. Tolle’s letters 
(Folder 8) from Tennessee, Kentucky, Texas and Alabama during his service in the same unit 
as his brother-in-law William Mansfield (Folder 8) mention camp life, an unnamed sweetheart, 
and Confederate activity around Nashville, and he asks Nancy to write the President to request 
his discharge.  Correspondence of another sister, Senora Jane Tolle of Glasgow, Kentucky 
(Folders 9, 10) includes a letter from a cousin after his relocation to Kansas and later letters 
from friends and relatives, particularly great-nieces in California and Alabama, who provide 
family news and discuss the estate settlement of Senora’s nephew Henry Bascom Tolle (“Uncle 
B”).  Letters to Senora’s sister Judith and her husband Cooper Garner of Glasgow, Kentucky 
(Folder 11) come mostly from nieces in California and Kansas.  Joel Tolle writes to his uncle 
William Daniel Tolle from Kansas describing his new home (Folder 12); another nephew, James 
P. Tolle, writes from Georgia during his Civil War service and describes his farming in Allen 
County, Kentucky and later in Kansas (Folder 13).  James’s brother William also writes from 
Kansas of his farm and family (Folder 14).  Letters to William Daniel Tolle’s great-nephew 
Leonard Tolle of Glasgow, Kentucky (Folder 15) concern his efforts to take a “Railroad Course” 
by correspondence during the Depression, and letters to Leonard’s brother William A. “Willie” 
Tolle in Argenta, Illinois (Folder 16) come from his parents, Patrick Henry Tolle and Martha 
“Eva” Tolle, and his sister Etta.  A member of the Hammer family (the maiden name of Patrick 
Henry Tolle’s mother) also writes from California (Folder 17).  Letters to unidentifiable recipients 
(Folder 18) relate mainly to commercial matters, but include a letter from a cousin who is serving 
in France during World War I. 
 Miscellaneous business and family papers in Box 1 include a solicitation from the 
socialist newspaper Appeal to Reason (Folder 19); contracts and accounts (Folder 20); unused 
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pages from a tobacco accounts ledger (Folder 21); reports of activity in the Glasgow circuit of 
the Methodist Church (Folder 22); receipt booklets for subscriptions to the Glasgow Times 
(Folder 23); and oversized items, including a broadside relating to President Grover Cleveland’s 
1887 visit to Nashville, Tennessee (Folder 30).   
 The remainder of Box 1 contains correspondence, affidavits and other materials relating 
to pension applications by veterans and their survivors in which William Daniel Tolle acted as 
agent.  Included are materials filed on behalf of a Glasgow veteran of the U.S. Colored Infantry 
(Folder 24). 
 Box 2 contains a 556-page manuscript detailing the history of Barren County—early 
settlers, families, schools, churches, Civil War veterans, and social and commercial life.  The 
cover page bears the title “The Tolle Papers, by Daniel B. Tolle,” but the likely author is William 
Daniel Tolle, as the text resembles his published articles on Barren County history in the 
Glasgow Times. 
 Box 3 contains a ledger recording sales of groceries and general merchandise from 





BOX 1 Tolle Family Papers    1850-1941  245 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory         4 items 
 
Folder 2 “Biography of the Tolle Family,” by W. D. 1850-1968  12 items 
  Tolle; clippings on family history; census 
  notes 
 
Folder 3 Bransford, Snoddy and associated families –  1874; 1924-1930 7 items 
  Genealogy; Cave City Institute circular 
 
Folder 4 William M. Mansfield and Elizabeth (Tolle) 1863-1878  6 items 
  Mansfield – Correspondence and papers 
 
Folder 5 William Daniel Tolle – Correspondence  1865-1927  11 items 
 
Folder 6 William Daniel Tolle – Personal papers  1877-1890  7 items 
 
Folder 7 Nancy Parrot Tolle – Correspondence, papers 1884-1904  5 items 
 
Folder 8 Adrastus Minns Tolle – Letters   1863-1865  12 items 
 
Folder 9 Senora J. Tolle – Correspondence  1878-1930  20 items 
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Folder 11 Judith (Tolle) Garner and Stephen Cooper 1921-1931  17 items 
  Garner – Letters to  
 
Folder 12 Joel L. Tolle – Letter    1867   1 item 
 
Folder 13 James P. Tolle – Letters    1864-1874  3 items 
 
Folder 14 William A. Tolle – Letter    1879   1 item 
 
Folder 15 Leonard Tolle – Letters to    1932   3 items 
 
Folder 16 William H. “Willie” Tolle – Letters to  1917-1919  6 items 
 
Folder 17 Hammer family letters    1921-1924   3 items 
 
Folder 18 Letters to unidentified recipients   1876-1927  5 items 
 
Folder 19 Miscellaneous family papers   1876-1941, n.d. 14 items 
 
Folder 20 Miscellaneous family business papers and 1877-1935, n.d. 12 items 
  accounts 
 
Folder 21 Blank pages from tobacco sales ledger  n.d.   1 item 
 
Folder 22 Church reports     1873-1875, n.d. 7 items 
 
Folder 23 Glasgow Times Publishing Company –   1897-1905  2 items 
  Subscription account booklets 
 
Folder 24 Pension claim – Marshall Hanson   1891   4 items 
  (“Lewis Marshall”) 
 
Folder 25 Pension claim – Jane Boston Morgan,   1913-1914  22 items 
  wife of Perry Morgan 
 
Folder 26 Pension claim – John Prater   1886-1894  6 items 
 
Folder 27 Pension claim – Nancy (Anderson) Spencer, 1856-1900  2 items 
  wife of George M. Spencer 
 
Folder 28 Pension claim – Catharine J. Taylor, wife of 1897-1900  4 items 
  William A. Taylor 
 
Folder 29 Pension claims – Miscellaneous   1879-1919, n.d. 18 items 
 
Folder 30 Oversized items list (shelved in C1,D3)  1887-1927, n.d. 4 items 
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BOX 2 “The Tolle Papers” by Daniel B. Tolle  n.d.   1 item 
  [William Daniel Tolle] 
 
Folder 1 “The Tolle Papers” by Daniel B. Tolle  n.d.   1 item 
  (pp. 1-131) 
 
Folder 2 “The Tolle Papers” by Daniel B. Tolle  n.d.   1 item 
  (pp. 132-263) 
 
Folder 3 “The Tolle Papers” by Daniel B. Tolle  n.d.   1 item 
  (pp. 264-421) 
 
Folder 4 “The Tolle Papers” by Daniel B. Tolle  n.d.   1 item 
  (pp. 422-556) 
 
 
BOX 3  Accounts Ledger     1874-1875  1 item 
 





MSS TOLLE Collection            1850-1941 
524   
  Correspondence and papers of the Tolle 
 family of Barren County, Kentucky.  Includes 
 data on the Tolle, Snoddy and Bransford families, 
 William Daniel Tolle’s history of Barren County, 
 and materials relating to his work as a veteran’s 
 pension claims agent. 
  3 boxes.  35 folders.  247 items.  Originals. 





Barbour, Lester F.      B1,F18 
Barren County – Genealogy        B2 
Barren County – History       B2 
Bills of sale, 1877     B1,F6 
Birthday cards, 1930      B1,F9 
Bowlsby, Lois Anne (Tolle), 1880-1940      B1,F10 
Boyd, Robert (Mrs.)      B1,F10 
Bransford family – Relating to      B1,F3,30 
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Bransford, Johnson, 1872-1947       B1,F3 
Bransford, Thomas L., 1804-1865 – Relating to      B1,F3 
Chenault, Etta F.     B1,F10 
Christmas – Kansas, 1884      B1,F7 
Christmas cards, 1934     B1,F10 
Churches – Barren County – Relating to     B1,F22 
Civil War, 1861-1865 – African American soldiers       B1,F24 
Civil War, 1861-1865 – Campaigns, battles, military actions – Richmond, Virginia, 1865    B1,F4 
Civil War, 1861-1865 – Military life, 1863-1865       B1,F4,8,13 
Civil War, 1861-1865 – Pensions – Relating to      B1,F4,7,24-29 
Cleveland, Stephen Grover, 1837-1908 – Relating to      B1,F30 
Collingwood, Anna M. (Tolle), 1877-1973      B1,F5,9 
Coombs, Samuel       B1,F29  
Elections and election campaigns – Barren County, 1927 – Relating to     B1,F30 
Emmert, Phillip – Relating to      B1,F29 
Garner, Judith Mariah (Tolle), 1848-1929 – Letters to     B1,F9,11,14 
Garner, Lora       B1,F11 
Garner, Stephen Cooper, 1848-1933 – Letters to     B1,F9,11 
Glenn, Nora (Mansfield), 1869-1960      B1,F9-11 
Hamilton, A. P.      B1,F5 
Hammer, Alice, b. 1861?     B1,F17 
Hanson, Marshall – Relating to    B1,F24   
Hatchett, Nellie S., d. 1966     B1,F5 
Irwin, Francis – Relating to      B1,9-11 
Irwin, Mary Magdalene “Maggie” (Mansfield), 1861-1950       B1,F9-11 
Kansas – Travel and description, 1867-1874      B1,F9,12,13 
Kentucky Masonic Mutual Life Insurance Company – Bowling Green – Relating to    B1,19 
Landrum, Jerome Huss, 1869-1966       B1,F10 
Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865 – Comments about, 1864       B1,F4 
Mansfield, Elizabeth Susan Fowler (Tolle), 1832-1912 – Letters to       B1,F4,8 
Mansfield, Elizabeth Susan Fowler (Tolle), 1832-1912 – Relating to      B1,F4 
Mansfield, William Marion, 1836-1912      B1,F4,8 
Marriage – Comments about, 1865       B1,F5 
Marshall, Lewis – Relating to       B1,F24 
McClellan, George Brinton, 1826-1885 – Comments about, 1864     B1,F4 
Medical education – Philadelphia, 1865 – Comments about, 1865    B1,F5 
Merchants – Glasgow, 1864-1890      B1,F4,6,7; B3,F1 
Moles, Frances D., b. 1861?      B1,F11 
Morgan, Jane Boston – Relating to      B1,F25 
Morgan, Perry, d. 1912 – Relating to     B1,F25 
Newspapers – Barren County – Relating to      B1,F23 
Parker, Archie – Relating to     B1,F29 
Patrons of Husbandry – Barren County – Siloam Grange, No. 1372 – Relating to   B1,F6,20 
Patrons of Husbandry – Kentucky, 1882-1894 – Relating to      B1,19 
Petroleum industry and trade – Barren County, 1865 – Mentioned     B1,F5,8 
Plays       B1,F30 
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Prater, John – Relating to      B1,F27 
Prescriptions and remedies, 1924, 1934      B1,F10,11 
Railroads, 1932 – Relating to     B1,F15 
Religion – Barren County, 1873-1875     B1,F22 
Reynolds family – Relating to      B1,F3 
Robertson, Gabrielle, 1889-1970       B1,F10 
Schools – Barren County – Cave City Institute – Relating to    B1,F3 
Smith, Annie Laura (Huggins), 1858-1935      B1,F3 
Snoddy, Allen Thompson, b. 1860?        B1,F3 
Snoddy family – Relating to     B1,F3 
Snoddy, Lucretia Ann, 1839-1907      B1,F7 
Socialism – Relating to      B1,F19 
Spanish-American War, 1898 – Pensions – Relating to      B1,F29 
Spencer, George M., d. 1900 – Relating to    B1,F27 
Spencer, Nancy (Anderson) – Relating to     B1,F27 
Taxation – Barren County, 1930, 1933      B1,F10,20 
Taylor, Catharine J. (Burch) – Relating to      B1,F28 
Taylor, William A., d. 1897 – Relating to     B1,F28 
Tobacco industry and trade – Barren County – Relating to    B1,F20 
Tolle, Adrastus Minns, 1839-1866        B1,F8 
Tolle, Adrastus Minns, 1839-1866 – Relating to     B1,F7 
Tolle, Edna Ruth – Letter to        B1,F19 
Tolle, Emma Jane, b. 1871?      B1,F9 
Tolle family – Relating to       B1,F2 
Tolle, Frances E.      B1,F9 
Tolle, Henry Bascom, 1842-1929 – Letters to      B1,F5,9 
Tolle, Henry Bascom, 1842-1929 – Relating to      B1,F9,10 
Tolle, James Powell, 1831-1921      B1,F13 
Tolle, Jean B., b. 1873      B1,F9,10   
Tolle, Joel Lee, 1836-1885       B1,F12                                                  
Tolle, Joel Lee, 1836-1885 – Comments about, 1865      B1,F4 
Tolle, Joseph Turner, 1834-1903     B1,F9 
Tolle, Leonard Merriel, 1911-2007 – Letters to     B1,F15 
Tolle, Martha Evaline “Eva” (Bailey), 1879-1952      B1,F16 
Tolle, Mary Etta, 1898-1983 – Correspondence      B1,F16 
Tolle, Nancy Parrot, 1836-1902 – Correspondence     B1,F7,8,13,14 
Tolle, Patrick Henry, 1871-1945        B1,F16 
Tolle, Patrick Henry, 1871-1945 – Relating to     B1,F20 
Tolle, Samuel Rogers, b. 1825 – Relating to        B3,F1 
Tolle, Senora Jane, 1843-1935 – Correspondence     B1,F8-10 
Tolle, William A., 1833-1894      B1,F14 
Tolle, William Daniel, 1834-1927 – Correspondence       B1,F3-5,8,9,12 
Tolle, William Daniel, 1834-1927 – Relating to       B3,F1 
Tolle, William Harrison “Willie,” 1896-1984 – Correspondence     B1,F15,16 
Witty, James, d. 1861 – Relating to     B1,F29 
Wolford, Frank, 1817-1895 – Comments about, 1864     B1,F4 
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Woman’s Christian Temperance Union – California – Relating to, 1930    B1,F10 
Woods, Elizabeth Moseley, 1865-1967      B1,F9 






Niedermeier/Jeffrey   12/15/2014 
